Debt Relief Scam Red Flags Checklist

Before enrolling with any debt relief provider.

Red Flags of a Debt Relief Scam

Asks for upfront fees before any settlement is reached

Guarantees a specific result or percentage of debt reduction

Pressures you to enroll immediately without reviewing your full financial picture
Can't or won't provide proof of accreditation, ACDR membership, or BBB rating

Instructs you to stop communicating with your creditors entirely with no explanation
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Isn't transparent about fee structure or when fees are actually charged

How to Verify a Company Before Enrolling

[0 search the company name on bbb.org and review their rating and complaint history
O Confirm accreditation or membership status (such as ACDR)

0 check the CFPB Consumer Complaint Database for the company name

[0 Get the fee structure and program terms in writing before enrolling

This is a general-purpose template for your own use. It is not a substitute for legal, financial, or tax advice.
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How to Use This Debt Relief Scam Red Flags Checklist

When to Use It

Before enrolling with any debt relief provider. Review each field carefully and adapt it to your specific
situation.

Step-by-Step Instructions

1. Review each red flag and compare it against how the company you're considering operates.

2. Verify the company's accreditation, BBB rating, and complaint history using the resources listed.
3. Get all fee and program terms in writing before enrolling.

4. If a company shows multiple red flags, consider researching additional providers before deciding.

What to Do With It Once Complete

Use this checklist before every debt relief consultation, and keep it alongside our Debt Relief Company
Comparison Worksheet.

Important: This checklist identifies warning signs generally associated with debt relief scams — it does not accuse
any specific company of wrongdoing.

Related guide: Avoiding Debt Relief Scams guide — https://www.reliefguardian.com/debt-solutions/
debt-relief
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